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Melanie is one of Jackson’s most respected 

and honored television journalists. This year, 
she was voted ‘‘Newsperson of the Year’’ by 
the Mississippi Associated Press, the first fe-
male journalist to earn this distinction. Her 
work has also won awards from the National 
Commission on Working Women, the Mis-
sissippi Association of Broadcasters, and the 
Associated Press. She has served as emcee 
of numerous fund raising events on WJTV 
over the years, including the Children’s Mir-
acle Network telecast to benefit Batson Hos-
pital for Children in Jackson. 

In recent years, Melanie has been the face 
of health and medical reporting for WJTV as 
she informed viewers about the latest treat-
ments, drugs, and how to improve their health. 

Melanie serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Metropolitan YMCA and MORA, the Mis-
sissippi Organ Recovery Agency. She also 
works with the March of Dimes, the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society and the Blair E. Batson Hos-
pital for Children. She is also a board member 
of Ballet Mississippi and hosts ‘‘The Learning 
Exchange’’ four times a year on Mississippi 
ETV. 

Mr. Speaker, Melanie Christopher has long 
been a reliable, trustworthy source of news 
and information for Mississippians, and her 
dedication to the community has earned her 
well deserved honor. She has served in her 
role as journalist and kept the public trust in 
that institution. We will miss tuning in to see 
and hear her on WJTV, but I’m convinced she 
will continue to benefit her community and all 
of Mississippi for many years to come. 
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HONORING MR. WILLIAM 
BENEDETTO 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize Mr. William Benedetto, who was re-
cently the first Oregonian to be awarded the 
2006 U.S. Maritime Literature Award for his 
book Sailing Into the Abyss. 

Mr. Benedetto’s service to this country 
began when he enlisted in the U.S. Coast 
Guard after finishing high school in Maine in 
1946. During his time with the Coast Guard, 
Mr. Benedetto served on every coast in the 
areas of search and rescue, port security and 
with the U.S. Merchant Marine. He was com-
mended by the Coast Guard for performing 
rescue operations when Hurricane Betsy hit 
New Orleans in 1965. 

Mr. Benedetto retired from the Coast Guard 
in 1974 after moving to Oregon and beginning 
his college career. He graduated from Port-
land State University in 1977 and from the 
University of Oregon Law School in 1980. 
After practicing law for 20 years, Mr. 
Benedetto retired and completed his longtime 
goal of writing a book. Sailing Into the Abyss 
was published in 2005 and was awarded the 
2006 U.S. Maritime Literature Award in June 
of this year. 

I believe I speak for the great State of Or-
egon when I say we are proud to call Mr. 
Benedetto a writer, a serviceman, and an hon-
orable citizen of our State and country. 

Congratulations Mr. Benedetto. 

RECOGNIZING THEODORE JOSEPH 
FETTERLING FOR ACHIEVING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Theodore Fetterling, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 357, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Theodore has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Theodore has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. It is with 
extreme pleasure that I commend the dedica-
tion Theodore has shown. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Theodore for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. I am proud to rep-
resent Theodore in the United States House of 
Representatives. 
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IN HONOR OF OFFICER JOHN 
GREEN 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Officer John Green of the Santa Cruz 
Police Department. During his tenure, Officer 
Green served in the Patrol Section as a Patrol 
Officer and Field Training Officer as a Detec-
tive in the Investigation Section and with the 
Santa Cruz County Narcotics Enforcement 
Team. He is a man of honor and will be great-
ly missed. 

Officer Green was born in Long Island, New 
York and grew up in Queens, New York to a 
family of two sisters and one brother. He en-
listed in the Navy in 1975 and was stationed 
in Jamaica, New York. He was an Aviation 
Machinest Mate First Class. He later trans-
ferred to Moffett Field, California and remained 
there until his discharge in 1981. 

Upon discharge, John worked as a Mainte-
nance Technician for a large corporation in 
Santa Clara, California before beginning a ca-
reer in law enforcement when on February 3, 
1986, Officer Green was sworn in as a Police 
Patrol Officer. In 1984, John was hired as a 
Deputy Sheriff with the Alameda County Sher-
iff’s Department where he worked in the de-
tention facility for 2 years before being hired 
by the Santa Cruz Police Department in 1986. 

John attended several U.S. Navy Aircraft 
Mechanics schools, studied at Mission College 
in Santa Clara, California and graduated from 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Department Po-
lice Academy. 

John’s dedication to the community first 
began with his service to the United States, 
but it did not stop there. His desire to become 
a police officer revolved around his desire to 
serve the community and its citizens through 

law enforcement. He enjoys interacting and 
working with members of the community and 
strives to help keep our community safer. 
Community members describe him as profes-
sional, poised, kind, thorough, and having a 
positive attitude. One person even stated, ‘‘His 
compassion for people, kindness . . . open 
and friendly attitude puts everyone at ease.’’ 
Officer Green is a man of integrity and re-
spect. 

John has been married for 13 years to his 
wife Sharon. They have three children; Bran-
don, 12; Melissa, 20 and Lori, 31. In John’s 
spare time he likes to fish, travel and spend 
time with friends and family. His retirement 
plans include more fishing, traveling, and time 
with friends and family, plus working part time 
and engaging in volunteer work of some sort. 

Mr. Speaker, for all of these reasons it is 
with great joy that I acknowledge Officer John 
Green of the Santa Cruz Police Department 
for 20 years of service to the community. 
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HONORING JON BUTLER 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jon Butler, a constituent from Pen-
nington, and recognize his great achieve-
ments. Mr. Butler has recently received the 
2006 Hershey’s STRIVE award, National Ad-
ministrator of the Year from the National 
Council of Youth Sports. 

Mr. Butler has been chosen for this award 
because he has been a guiding force in his 
community. He has worked closely with Pop 
Warner Little Scholars, the largest youth foot-
ball, cheerleading, and dance program in the 
United States. Mr. Butler has worked to facili-
tate children’s participation in group sports and 
activities. These activities engage children in a 
safe environment and help to teach essential 
skills and knowledge. Jon now has begun 
educating Capitol Hill about the value of Pop 
Warner Little Scholars. 

Mr. Butler sets high standards for children 
and always encourages them to perform at 
their highest level. Mr. Butler has developed a 
Coaches Education Training Program to edu-
cate adults on the basic fundamentals of youth 
sports, including sportsmanship, coaching 
techniques, and respect for youth. 

STRIVE, which stands for Sports Teach Re-
spect, Initiative, Values, and Excellence, hon-
ors adult leaders who have a passion for help-
ing children, and I am proud to recognize Mr. 
Jon Butler for receiving this award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIRST LIEUTENANT 
JOSHUA DEESE 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a true gentleman, wonderful fa-
ther, and a leader in the Armed Forces, First 
Lieutenant Joshua Deese, who passed away 
while on patrol near Kirkuk, Iraq when his ve-
hicle was hit by a roadside bomb on October 
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15, 2006. Josh’s legacy and contributions will 
live on in the hearts and minds of many for 
generations to come, and we are forever 
grateful for his service to our country. 

Born and raised in Rowland, North Carolina, 
Josh embodied the true spirit of a dedicated 
and determined leader. He graduated from 
South Robeson High School in 1999 and 
joined the Army shortly after his graduation 
from the University of North Carolina at Pem-
broke in 2003. Described as a natural leader 
by his family, Josh served as a platoon leader 
in the infantry and had recently become an ex-
ecutive officer of his unit. He had been de-
ployed to Iraq in August after serving in Af-
ghanistan. 

As someone who grew up in a military fam-
ily, Josh always dreamed of serving in the 
Army as a paratrooper. In addition to his 
uncle, Dexter Clark, his older sister Ronnean 
Collins, and his two grandfathers, served in 
the military. 

Josh loved his family and is survived by his 
parents, Ronnie and Regina Deese; his sis-
ters, Ronnean Collins and Myra Deese; his 2- 
year-old son Jacob and his girlfriend Andrea 
Anderson. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said, 
‘‘If we make ourselves worthy of America’s 
ideals, if we do not forget that our nation was 
founded on the premise that all men are crea-
tures of God’s making, the world will come to 
know that it is free men who carry forward the 
true promise of human progress and dignity.’’ 
Indeed, Josh’s life was the embodiment of 
this. He was a man who was known by per-
sons of all races, ages, and religions for both 
his kind deeds and his loving, unselfish heart. 

Mr. Speaker, dedicated service to others 
combined with dynamic leadership has been 
the embodiment of Josh’s life. May we all use 
his wisdom, selflessness, and integrity as a 
beacon of direction and a source of true en-
lightenment. Indeed, may God bless to all of 
our memories the tremendous life and legacy 
of First Lieutenant Joshua Deese. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL LARRY J. DODGEN 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to LTG Larry J. Dodgen, Com-
manding General of the United States Army 
Space and Missile Defense Command/United 
States Army Forces Strategic Command. Gen-
eral Dodgen is also the Commander of the 
Joint Functional Component Command—Inte-
grated Missile Defense. 

General Dodgen, a native of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, began his military career after grad-
uating from Louisiana State University in 1972. 
Over the last 34 years, he has received nu-
merous decorations and awards for his distin-
guished duty, including the Defense Distin-
guished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 
the Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, the Meritorious Service Medal with Four 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Commendation 
Medal, and the Army Achievement Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity to work 
with General Dodgen during his 2-year tenure 
as the Commanding General of the U.S. Army 

Aviation and Missile Command, which is lo-
cated at Redstone Arsenal in North Alabama. 
He served in that capacity from September 
2001 through December 2003. During his ten-
ure in North Alabama, General Dodgen 
worked to ensure that the entire North Ala-
bama defense community was engaged in ef-
forts to meet the future needs of the Army and 
the warfighter. Our work together continued 
after General Dodgen assumed the Command 
at SMDC. I applaud his commitment to the 
Army, Redstone, and to our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, after 34 years of honorable 
service in the U.S. Army, Lieutenant General 
Dodgen is retiring from active duty. On No-
vember 30, 2006, the North Alabama commu-
nity held a celebration in his honor. I rise 
today to join them in their tribute and to thank 
him for his many years of service. I wish Gen-
eral Dodgen the very best for the future. 

f 

H.R. 5441, FY2007 HOMELAND SECU-
RITY APPROPRIATIONS CON-
FERENCE REPORT 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 5441, the Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Conference Report. 

As a member of the Homeland Security 
Subcommittee, it has been an honor to work 
with Chairman HAL ROGERS and with our 
Ranking Member MARTIN SABO who is retiring 
from Congress at the end of this session. 

Congressman SABO has served our country 
with honor and distinction throughout his dis-
tinguished career in the House of Representa-
tives. 

I have had the privilege to serve with him on 
the Budget Committee and for the past 4 
years on the Appropriations Homeland Secu-
rity Subcommittee. 

As the ranking member on the Budget Com-
mittee, MARTIN fought hard for fiscally respon-
sible budgets and funding priorities that would 
enhance the quality of life of all Americans. 

As the ranking member on the Homeland 
Security Subcommittee, he has been a true 
champion and advocate for real and effective 
security for our Nation. 

He has led the fight, for example, to protect 
our ports, our aviation system, and our chem-
ical plants. 

Mr. Speaker, Congressman MARTIN SABO is 
a gentleman Congressman and a respected 
Member of the House. He has been the voice 
of calm and reason in a process that has had 
the potential to be partisan and acrimonious. 

It has been a genuine privilege to serve with 
him in the U.S. House of Representatives and 
particularly on the Homeland Security Appro-
priations Subcommittee. 

I will miss him, and this House will miss 
him. MARTIN, I wish you the best in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, the conference report before 
us makes several improvements to the House- 
passed bill and is a testament to Congress-
man SABO’s leadership. The increased funding 
for Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) grant 
funds is essential to cities like Los Angeles 
that continue to be potential terrorist targets. 
UASI grants are badly needed by our local law 
enforcement officers who are the first line of 

defense in a disaster or terrorist attack. These 
funds are critical to local efforts to prevent, 
prepare, respond and recover from acts of ter-
rorism or mass disaster. I am happy that the 
UASI grants are funded in the conference at 
the House level of $770 million, $13 million or 
2 percent above 2006. 

I am pleased that this conference report has 
increased funding for fire grants to $662 mil-
lion; this is above the House-passed level and 
$14 million (2 percent) above 2006. Included 
in the grant money is $115 million for hiring 
additional personnel under the Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response Fire-
fighters Act (SAFER Act). These funds are 
critical to firefighters such as those in my state 
of California. The funds will help fire services 
obtain additional personnel, equipment and 
training to better protect the American public. 

The conference report also increases port 
security grants to $210 million. This is $173.25 
million above last year’s level. While this is an 
improvement over previous years’ funding, it 
still is insufficient to meet the needs identified 
by the Coast Guard to adequately secure our 
ports. With only 6 percent of containers enter-
ing our seaports and fewer than half of our 
ports having radiation portal monitors, much 
work remains to be done. 

I am pleased also that the conference report 
includes my report language on unaccom-
panied alien children, detention standards, al-
ternatives to detention, increasing Customs 
and Border Protection operations at Ontario 
International Airport, and bill language that 
prevents the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity from moving forward with its potentially 
dangerous plan to privatize key immigration 
officer positions at the Bureau of Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. I am thankful that 
this inherently governmental work will continue 
to remain the responsibility of trained and ex-
perienced Federal employees directly account-
able to the Department and not to the bottom 
line of a private company. I am also pleased 
that Senate language limiting the tenure of the 
university centers of excellence was not in-
cluded in the conference report. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, I also have a 
few concerns about this conference report. 
First, I am disappointed and greatly concerned 
that this bill’s report expresses support for the 
expansion of the 287(g) program which allows 
State and local law enforcement officers to 
perform immigration enforcement functions. 
Many local law enforcement officers have stat-
ed that if they are required to enforce Federal 
immigration policies it would hamper their abil-
ity to successfully fight crime in their respec-
tive communities. 

Secondly, I am concerned about certain pro-
visos regarding chemical plant security. Pre-
venting the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
disapprove a security plan based on the pres-
ence or absence of a particular security meas-
ure, undermines the Secretary’s authority to 
require meaningful and comprehensive secu-
rity measures. 

Furthermore, shielding from public discourse 
information submitted on security plans, treat-
ing the information during court proceedings 
as if it were classified material, and making 
scrutiny of the implementation and enforce-
ment of the security requirements the sole 
purview of the Secretary, prohibits the needed 
transparency and oversight of a system in-
tended to provide security for all Americans. 
Finally, I am concerned that allowing the Sec-
retary to approve alternative security programs 
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